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Highlights from 2017

 No new ANS detected or established

 Expanded program efforts

• High priority sampling

• Vegetation sampling

• Marinas

• Pet stores

• Weed harvesters

• Increased tournament involvement

• Bait vendors

 Regional Coordination

• Good progress on MO River AC Framework



Detection efforts

 Zebra mussel-specific sampling

• 32 ND waterbodies (all negative)

• USFWS hatcheries

• BOR sampled 4 waterbodies

• COE adult samplers (negative)

• High-priority samples 

 Inspections

• Bait vendors – in-state and importers

• Construction and drilling equipment

• Tournaments – volunteer and required

• Weed harvest permits



Monitoring efforts

 Silver carp monitoring in August

• Small population of aging fish (2009 year class)

• New electrofishing settings – no captures

• Continue annually

 Zebra mussel monitoring

• Monthly samples May – October

• Fargo, Grand Forks, and Drayton Dam

• Adult searches planned for mid-October

• Densities pending analysis

• Density collection next 3 years



Outreach efforts

 Printed media

• Articles, advertisements

• Signs, billboards

• Posters, brochures

 Digital

• Radio (ND stations, Pandora)

• Webcasts, YouTube videos

• TV segments

• Species fact sheets

• Reporting form added

 Personal contacts

• G&F staff talks

• Boater surveys/inspections



Boater surveys/inspections

 Increased engagement

• Handed out drain plugs (survey suggestion)

• Trailer winch stickers

• More weekend/holiday efforts

 Preliminary results

• >1,100 inspections this year (620 entered, 162 surveys)

• Increased tournament presence

• No ANS were found

• Majority had heard of ZM (96%), other ANS (76%)

• Few impacts by ANS (6% ZM, 9% other ANS)

• Many getting NDGFD info

• Non-residents hearing from local DNR



High priority sampling

 Montana findings

• No adults to date

 BOR findings

• Likely contamination

 NDGF response

• 20 samples/month

• May through Sept (5 months)

• Sak, Oahe, and Dickinson

• All negative so far (11/125 remain)

- Dickinson May and Sept

- Oahe Sept



Vegetation sampling

 13 waters sampled

• Non-fishing hunting waters

• No ANS detected

• Non-fishing waters 

• Out-of-state hunting pressure

• Submerged vegetation sampled from kayak

 Results

• No ANS detected

• 7 submerged spp. across lakes

• 1-5 spp. per waterbody

• Top 3 species:

- Sago pondweed

- Northern milfoil

- Clasping leaf pondweed



Marina engagement

 ND marinas

• Identified 28, 21 actual

• Visited marinas in person

• Delivered educational materials

 Follow-up

• Survey for slip holders

• Data to follow



Pet store engagement

 Partnership with Invasive Species Action Network (MT)

• Work directly with pet store owners in ND

• “Don’t let it loose!” campaign expanding in region

• 12 ND stores using materials

• ND page in development

• NDGFD working to supply materials into future



2018 planned efforts

 Clean, Drain, Dry

• New outreach slogan

• Consistent nationally

• Update outreach materials

 Program needs

• Assess gaps and needs

• Update operational plan (AISC)

 High-risk sampling

• Continue for 2 more years; re-evaluate


